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QFRS Charter

The Queensland government and the QLD Fire Service have signed a comprehensive charter
with the Rural Fire Brigades Association of Queensland (RFBAQ). The charter deals with a
range of issues, but significantly the government commits to recognising RFS brigades and
volunteers as ‘core partners’ in the delivery of fire and emergency services and the
government commits to ‘consult with representatives of the RFBAQ on matters that may
impact upon volunteers’.

The charter committing to consultation and recognising volunteers as partners is signed by
QFRS Commissioner Lee Johnson, Department of Community Safety, Director General -
Kelvin Anderson and the Minister for Community Safety, Jack Dempsey.

A copy of the charter is attached to this Code 2. | refer members to the final paragraph in
particular headed “The Department of Community Safety Commitment to RFS Volunteers”.
Your union supports the principles of recognising RFS volunteers in this way.

| have written to QFRS Commissioner Lee Johnson, Department of Community Safety,
Director General - Kelvin Anderson and the Minister for Community Safety, Jack Dempsey,
and requested them to sign a charter for QFRS employees committing to similar principles
they signed up to in the “The Department of Community Safety Commitment to RFS
Volunteers”.

It is my opinion that the Minister, the Director General and the QFRS Commissioner should
also be prepared to commit to us, in a similar way that they have committed to volunteers.
They need to recognise, respect, value, promote and affirm QFRS employees, families and
unions as core partners. They need to ensure legislation recognises and protects you and
your dependants and that they will consult with your union on matters that may impact
upon you.

As | have reported previously the Minister still has not agreed to meet with your union.

| will inform members as to whether the QFRS Commissioner, the department Director
General and the Minister will be prepared to sign similar commitments to you as they did
for rural volunteers.

John Oliver
State Secretary

Authorised by John Oliver State Secretary United Firefighters’ Union of Australia Union of Employees Queensland.
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