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GOVERNMENT AND QFRS REFUSE TO SIGN OUR CHARTER!

Lee Johnson, Kelvin Anderson, Jack Dempsey all sighed a charter and commitments to RFBAQ
but refuse to sign UFUQ, proposed QFRS Charter!

Full-time and auxiliary firefighters deserve a charter of respect just as much as volunteers do!

| previously advised members in Code 2 Volume 26 Number 70, that the Queensland state
government and QFRS have signed a comprehensive charter with the Rural Fire Brigades
Association of Queensland (RFBAQ).

The November RFBAQ official newsletter “Smoke Signals” features the charter.

The RFBAQ charter commits to recognising RFBAQ Brigades and volunteers as “core partners”
in the delivery of fire and emergency services and commits the government to “consult with
representatives of the RFBAQ on matters that may impact on volunteers”.

The RFBAQ charter is signed by QFRS Commissioner Lee Johnson; Department of Community
Safety Director General Kelvin Anderson and Minister Jack Dempsey.

| have written to the Minister, Commissioner and Director General on several occasions since
mid-October, requesting them to sign a charter of similar commitments to paid staff.

Please see the below responses for all parties involved:
Minister Jack Dempsey

In typical style the Minister has ignored 3 letters from your union on this issue. It seems the
Minister is keen to meet and sign commitments to volunteers, but isn’t even prepared to
answer the union’s correspondence.

If you get a chance to read the November RFBAQ “Smoke Signals “, you will see a smiling
Minister Dempsey on page 2 and a message from him telling volunteers all about his
discussions with them as he moves around the state talking with them. (I wondered where he’s
beenl).



Dempsey then tells RFBAQ how they want “more autonomy” and how his Ministerial Review
will look at how to achieve that. The Minister also states that “every aspect of reform will be in
direct consultation with RFBAQ”.

If we ignore the inference that “more autonomy” might be code for sacking managers, we are
still left with a Minister who will commit to volunteer firefighters but not fulltime or Auxiliary
firefighters.

The Minister will make commitments to volunteers but not us. Do we deserve less
commitments and less respect?

QFRS Commissioner, Lee Johnson
Mr Johnson has refused to support and sign the UFUQ proposed charter.

The Commissioner’s action in supporting and signing a charter with the RFBAQ but refusing to
do likewise with UFUQ_is significant.

Lee Johnson's reply deliberately confused our request to sign a charter, with the enterprise
bargaining negotiations. The Commissioner suggested we raise ‘consultative arrangements’ in
QIRC conciliation. This is a separate issue, and contradicts the state government’s demand to
abolish ‘consultation” from our certified agreement and contradicts the QFRS demands for the
QIRC to cease conciliating and refer the certified agreement to arbitration!

The bottom line is that QFRS Commissioner Lee Johnson has signed a charter including
commitments to the RFBAQ and has refused to sign a charter committing to paid staff.

The QFRS Commissioner will make commitments to volunteers but not us. Do we deserve less
commitments and less respect?

Director General, Kelvin Anderson

The Director General refused to consider our request and simply parroted the refusal already
given to us by Lee Johnson.

The Director General of the Department of Community Safety will make commitments to
volunteers but not us. Do we deserve less commitments and less respect?

It is with great concern that | now inform members that the QFRS Commissioner, Lee Johnson,
the Department’s Director General, Kelvin Anderson and Minister, Jack Dempsey have all

refused to sign similar commitments for you as they did for rural volunteers.

I am now considering how we might let those three individuals know how we feel about that.

John Oliver
State Secretary

Authorised by John Oliver State Secretary United Firefighters’ Union of Australia Union of Employees Queensland
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